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Oregon Tobacco Quit Line 
877-270-STOP (7867) 

Spanish: 877-2NO-FUME 
TTY: 877-777-6534 
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“After changing Booty 
to be smokefree, I 
realized how much 
support was out there 
for smokefree 
venues. It's given me 
the confidence to 
make all my events 
smokefree without 
having to worry about 
losing support.  … 

More people come 
out to my events 
when they know they 
are smokefree and I 
feel better the next 
day for it. ”  
 

- Puppet 
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Are you wondering why 
we’re stuck on 100% 
smokefree events and 
venues? Are you talking to 
your favorite bar or event-
planner about going 
smokefree? The following 
are some of the reasons 
why we think that folks in 
our communities should 
create 100% smokefree 
events and venues.  

Secondhand smoke is a 
serious health hazard.  

Secondhand smoke con-
tains more than 60 cancer-
causing agents and many 
other toxins, such as for-
maldehyde, cyanide, car-
bon monoxide and arse-
nic. There is no safe level 
of exposure to second-
hand smoke. Even 30 min-
utes of exposure to sec-
ondhand smoke can be 
hazardous to your health. 

We all deserve the right 
to breathe clean air.  

Approximately 35,000 
Oregonians are exposed 
to secondhand smoke 
where they work. Many of 
these people work in bars 
that allow smoking. Peo-
ple who work in bars that 
allow smoking are four 
times more likely to con-
tract lung cancer than 
people who work in 
smokefree workplaces. 

In March 2006, the 
American Cancer Society 
conducted research in 
bars and restaurants with 

bars in Oregon. The level 
of indoor air pollution they 
measured was 622% 
higher in places that al-
lowed smoking. These 
rates were more than 3 
times above what the En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency considers to be 
"unhealthy" for outdoor air. 
(For a full copy of the Oregon 
Air Monitoring Project report,
please contact the American 
Cancer Society at 0330 SW 
Curry Street, Portland, OR 
97239, 503.295.6424.) 

Tobacco companies do 
NOT support our com-
munities. 

Since the early 1990s to-
bacco companies have 
openly targeted the 
LGBTQ communities. 
They prey on the vulner-
abilities we – and other 
populations – face due to 
marginalization. Tobacco 
use is the leading cause of 
preventable death in the 
United States.  

Tobacco companies sup-
port politicians who are 
actively working against 
gay marriage and for ab-
stinence-only education. 
Abstinence-only curricula 
have been linked to: 
higher rates of verbal har-
assment on the basis of 
sexual orientation, higher 
rates of LGBT students 
missing school because 
they felt unsafe, and fewer 
faculty and school staff 
who support LGBT stu-
dents (GLSEN 2006).  

1���� ���.���2��

�����
�������� �����������

 

Why do we support com-
panies that don’t support 

us? 

Smokefree spaces sup-
port our communities.  

Our 2005 Pride Survey 
Results reconfirm that 
LGBTQ Oregonians 
smoke at twice the rate of 
the general population. 
Though smoking at high 
rates, survey respondents 
indicated that they would 
prefer bars to go 
smokefree. 76% of survey 
respondents reported that 
they would go out to bars 
as often or more often if 
bars were smokefree. The 
majority of survey respon-
dents indicated that they 
would like bars to be 
smokefree and support a 
smoking ban in public 
places. 

With smoking bans, 
business in bars in CA 
and NY has increased. 
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"The debate is over. The science is clear. 
Secondhand smoke is not a mere annoyance 
but a serious health hazard."  

— Surgeon General Richard Carmona 
Tuesday, June 27, 2006 

 
Carmona declared that evidence is now 
"indisputable" on the following issues:  

   �   Nonsmoking sections do not work. 
   �� There is no safe level of secondhand smoke.  
   �� Even brief exposure to secondhand smoke 

can cause harm. 



Breathe Free provides education and advocacy around 
LGBTQ tobacco use with the understanding that we are 
all (tobacco users and non-users) impacted by tobacco 
use and by being targeted by the tobacco industry. Our 
goals are: 

· To work in coalition with other groups toward smoke-
free bars, clubs and other gathering places for 
LGBTQ folks;  

· To promote safe and smokefree places for LGBTQ 
people to socialize and connect with each other; and  

· To advocate that LGBTQ events and organizations 
not accept funding from tobacco companies.  

Breathe Free is funded by the Oregon Department of 
Human Services as part of the Multicultural Council of 
programs that provide tobacco prevention education 
and advocacy within groups who are disproportionately 
affected by tobacco use and exposure. 
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www.myspace.com/breathefree�
breathefree.livejournal.com�
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Breathe Free has started a list and we’re looking for your 
input. Our list includes only events or venues that are 
100% smokefree indoors. (No, that smoking room 
doesn’t count!) 

Right now our events are Portland specific, but it would 
be great to expand this throughout the state! Then when 
we’re traveling around, we can all know where to kick 
back and relax. 

Here’s our list so far: 
Acme  
Booty 
Boxxes 
Dingo’s 
The Escape (all ages)  
Gay Skate 
Meet Department events  
OutDancing 
Primal Urge (formerly Porky’s Pub) 
Wild Card 
Wonder Café and Ballroom  
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